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Are we living out the beatitudes 20

Week 1 – Be:Happy

There is a section of scripture found in Matthew Chapter 5 and also in Luke chapter 6 that is called ‘The Sermon on the Mount’. This section of scripture takes us through a real life teaching session Jesus gives to his disciples. This has gone down in history as the first and finest sermon. In fact thousands of sermons have been preached out of this sermon and the fundamental beliefs of the Christian faith are found in this section of scripture, love God and love others. 

We are going to be dealing with the very first paragraph of this sermon and what it means to us. This section is called the beatitudes. The beatitudes are the basis for becoming a Disciples of Christ. This was the first time Jesus actually teaches his disciples and is the foundation of his message. In fact the beatitudes are a little insight into what the life of Jesus actually looked like.
Matthew the author

The writer of the book of Matthew was the disciple who was formally a tax collector. Matthew had had a radical turnabout in his life. He was a tax collector, one of the most despised and hated people in all of Judah. He was rejected by is friends family and countrymen. The only friends Matthew had were what the bible calls sinners and other tax collectors. 

The only reason one became a tax collector was to gain money. No-one in their right mind chose to follow the career path of being a tax collector. Like someone gets into fraud because of their love for money, so someone got into tax collecting for their love of money, so Matthew was a materialistic guy. This is important to remember as we go through this series as everything we will look at is the total opposite of who Matthew was, yet Matthew paints the most beautiful picture of what Jesus expected.
The Culture 

When Jesus gave this sermon to his disciples Judah was a place where people were seeking God to restore and make happy the people of God. There were four main religious sections that dominated thought. 

1. The Pharisees – they believed that true happiness in God would be found in tradition. They were hot on the past and looked to their fathers as the way to go.

2. The Sadducees – The believed that true happiness in God was in modern ways and liberalism, interpreting the law for today.
3. The Essenes – We must be separated from the world, almost like monks

4. The Zealots – Godliness will only come out of changing the political climate.

Discuss – Read Matthew 5: 3-11. How is what Jesus says different from what the popular religious beliefs were of the day? Why do you think the statements Jesus made caused such a stir?  

So what we will find in the next 9 weeks is that Jesus began to teach a message that was unheard of and against popular opinion.

The Setting

The bible says that there were huge crowds that gathered but he drew his disciples near to him and sat. When a rabbi sat it meant he was formally going to teach, and when Jesus sat the people and the disciples knew it was time to be quiet and listen. In addition whenever the phase ‘he opened his mouth’ is mentioned in Greek it means someone is making some serious weighty statements.

The ‘Blessed’ word

The beatitudes are eight statements are with one common denominator. This dominator is the word ‘blessed’. 

Discuss – What does Jesus mean by the word blessed? And why?
a. Happy

b. To gain benefits 

c. To be praised

d. Being deathless but going in the right direction

We know this passage as the beatitudes. The word beatitude actually means happy, fortunate and blissful. 
The word blessed has been translated by some modern versions as happy. Whereas happy may seem a good word it just isn’t enough. The word happy is from the word hap meaning luck, Jesus did not mean lucky!
The Greek word used here is the word ‘Makarious’. The problem with this Greek word is that there isn’t an English word that can be directly translated to. The word blessed is probably the best, but still may be mistranslated.

This word is made up into two parts, ‘Kari’ meaning death or fate and ‘Ma’ which is a negative prefix. So the word Makari basically means being deathless and not subject to fate. The early Christians used the word Makarious which they defined  to mean eternal joy of living the life of Christ and heading in the right direction not swayed by fate. 

So when the disciples heard this, they heard Jesus say ‘you’re on the right path to being removed from the confines of life if you…………

What the beatitudes will do for you?

Over the next eight weeks we will look at eight different attitudes that will lead us along the right path of an incredible journey that Christ has planned and will ultimately lead to eternal life with God the father.

Jesus said in John 10:10 that he has come to bring life and that life more abundantly. 

John MacArthur said, ‘The Sermon on the Mount will take you to that level. Are you ready? It’s going to take you right away from this world and the things that are in it. It’s going to counter everything you see on the TV. It’s going to counter everything you hear by the fast-pitch salesman. It’s going to counter everything you see on the billboards, everything you read in the magazines. It’s going to give you an entirely different standard of life, totally opposite to what the world tells you.’

Week 2 – Be:Poor

In week 1 I introduced what the beatitudes were and how revolutionary they were in the culture at that time. We defined the ‘blessed’ which is the beginning of each statement Jesus makes as ‘you’re on the right path to being removed from the confines of this life.’

We looked at the Greek, and even though Jesus did not teach in Greek, but probably in Aramaic, all the original transcripts of the bible were in Greek. The gospel of Luke defines this word the very same way as Matthew did, so we can be assured that this is the correct definition when we look at the Greek words.

These eight spiritual attitudes are like rungs on a ladder. You have to climb one before you can get to the other. So they are really eight steps of attitude to becoming more Christ like. Let us look at the first rung of the ladder

Poor in Spirit

Jesus makes his very first statement, ‘Blessed are the poor in Spirit!’ Wow, what a bomb shell to drop straight away. I can imagine as soon as he said that about half the crowd who were eves dropping probably left, and the other half started saying, ‘what did he say’, people who are poor are blessed. 

Straight away Jesus speaks against the culture. The culture then was not any different to today; we look up to successful people and those that have gained wealth. You are blessed the more you gain. Well, Jesus makes this statement that is totally against this. Let’s look at what these words really mean in a 21st century setting.

Discuss – 
What does Jesus really mean by the word poor?

a. Someone who searches for daily bread

b. Someone with a lot of needs 

c. Someone who is destitute 

d. Someone who is in debt

The word poor comes from the Greek word “ptochos”. This is the word for someone who is destitute and a beggar.  Diving a bit more into this word, it means someone who cannot even survive on their own, or someone who has to rely on others to live. 

Jesus then goes on to say poor in spirit, so someone who is physically destitute isn’t actually blessed, but someone who is destitute in their spirit. Spirit basically means the part of your life that is the rational spirit, the power by which the human being feels, thinks, decides, the soul of a person. 

So Jesus is basically saying, you are on the right track and not governed by the confines of life if you are begging for your very soul. The reason for this is that until we see how helpless we are, we can’t see how great he is. This is a humbling of ourselves. Therefore, the one who is poor in spirit is one with no sense of self sufficiency. 

Why are these people blessed?

When you can’t do anything for your self and you take away self sufficiency you stop worrying about yourself. Furthermore, Jesus makes us a promise. He tells us that if we become like this we have the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven

Notice here that Jesus uses the present tense and not the future tense. He is saying right here and right now you can have the kingdom of heaven. The thrust of this is a pronoun, and it is saying theirs, and theirs alone is the kingdom of heaven. It does not mean that this is one of the ways to gain the kingdom of heaven, but this is the only way to gain the kingdom of heaven. Well we know that we aren’t in heaven right now, so how can we gain this kingdom right now.

What do you think the Kingdom of Heaven looks like here on earth? Describe in one short sentence.

The following scriptures may help you paint a picture. Matthew 13:24-33; Matthew 13:44-52; Matthew 18:21-35; Matthew 20:1-16; Matthew 22:1-14; Matthew 25:1-28
The Kingdom of Heaven is great and very rewarding. We can experience the Kingdom of Heaven right here on earth now and Jesus teaches many times in this area. Basically, the kingdom of God is when there is forgiveness, peace, joy, patience, kindness and unconditional love. It is when we prefer others rather than ourselves and of course when give our lives devoted totally to God.

Week 3 – Be:Mournful

The bible says ‘blessed are they that mourn for they shall be comforted’.  Once again Jesus makes a statement that is quite unbelievable and absurd to the general listening. Blessed are they that mourn!

Mourning

There is nothing that is blessed about mourning. When we here the words mourn, it has all types of negative attachments and I can’t really think of a positive thing about mourning. It usually speaks of death or a loss. What can be so good about death or losing? 

Discuss – 
What does Jesus really mean by the word mourn?

a. Someone who has an intense heart breaking sorrow

b. Someone who is grieved over a death of someone they loved

c. Someone who is sad because they have lost something dear to them 

d. Someone who is in sorrow over their guilt

The word mourn comes from the Greek word “penthein”. This is the word for someone who has a deep intense heart breaking sorrow

There are two types of mourning, a good mourning and a bad mourning. A bad mourning is when someone is so grieved over their guilt they can’t get over it, or if they have lost a loved one and after a period of time can’t let that loved one go. Their lives become dark and miserable. However, a good mourning is when tears are shed. Tears are a way for the body to release what is going on inside. Also a good mourning is when that sorrow spurs you on to do something better with your life. The sorrow Jesus was talking about was a Godly sorrow. The same words are used in 2 Corinthians 7:10. There are nine different words used in the New Testament for sorrow or mourning and penthien is the strongest most severe type of grief. It is a total inner agony not a continuous external wail. If one becomes poor in spirit, the natural next step is to mourn. Whereas being poor in spirit is dealing with our mind, mourning is our emotional side coming out.

They are comforted

Jesus makes the statement, they will be comforted. The word here means not only to be comforted or consoled, but also to find an ally and a helping. Someone who will encourage you and energize your mind.  We know what comforted means, but what will that comfort look like?

Discuss - How do you believe we are comforted? Describe in one short sentence.

The following scriptures may help you paint a picture. Matthew11:28; Luke 15:4-9; Luke 15:11-32; James 4:8-10, 1 John 1:9; John 14:16; Psalm 30:5; Psalm 50:15; Isaiah 55:6-7; Romans 15:4; 2 Thessalonians 2:16

Mourners are the ones that are blessed and on the right track because they are the ones who are forgiven. Forgiveness is part of that comforting. The scriptures, the Holy Spirit and each other are all ways that we are comforted. People who are lonely are generally sad, but those that mourn are surrounded by people who love them. This is why they are blessed, because they are no longer alone. To be a mourner is the greatest place to be, a place of total surrender unto God. The mourner is humble and grateful but never takes things for granted. If that is you, your reward is not only comfort, but a personal guide who will help you, encourage you and also energize your mind. This is not about making ones self better, but about letting Christ make you better.

Week 4 – Be:Meek

We have now reached the third rung on the ladder to becoming more like Christ and a better Christ follower. We have realized that if we want to be on the right tract and not restricted by the confines of life with have to be beggars for our own souls, which will ultimately result in mourning. The result of this is that we will be welcomed in as citizens of God’s kingdom, and then we will find a companion who will encourage, help and energize us. However, the journey doesn’t end here, there is so much more in store and the next step to take is to be meek. Some translations say gentle, others say meek, but the people who show themselves as meek will actually receive the earth as an inheritance.

The political climate at the time Jesus spoke was hostile. The Jews hated Roman rule and were looking for a strong leader who would overthrow the Romans. They believed the Messiah would do this and word had got around that Jesus maybe was the Messiah. So when Jesus said blessed are the meek, the people were deflated because they wanted strong and confrontational, someone to lead them to battle against the Romans.

Meekness
To be meek is a term we do not like to use even today, let alone 2000 years ago. Men are real men if they are strong. Meekness is not manly and even women today try not to be meek. Someone who has a meek character does not survive in the business world, in the sports world nor in the political world. So how can these people inherit the earth? 
Discuss – 
What does Jesus really mean by the word meek?

a. Someone who keeps a low profile or views themselves as humble

b. Someone who doesn’t jump to conclusions and is fair to others

c. Someone who has been tamed (like an animal) or is like a soothing medicine to others

d. Someone who shows kindness to others or is friendly

The word used here is “praos”. This basically means someone who is mild, gentle and soft. It is used in the context as if one has been tamed, like a lion is tamed or a horse who can accept a rider. Looking deeper on the biblical context it means one who has a lot of self control, is patient, tenderhearted and submissive. To others someone who is meek is like a soothing medicine or a cool breeze on a hot day. 

Meekness is not weakness. The English word meek was actually translated from the Viking word “Mjark” which means soft, and people tend to believe it is soft and weak. In fact meekness is power under control. It is a by product of self emptying and self humiliation. Someone who is meek can rule their own spirit and actions. To be meek basically means, you have come to an understanding that you are a sinful person who is not worth what they have, but God has given them the kingdom of heaven and now ‘not my will but yours be done’. With this in mind the meek say, ‘I’ll never defend myself but I’ll die defending God’. So meekness is power used only to defend God. 

They Shall Inherit the Earth

Jesus tells us that when we are self controlled, submissive, we don’t bite back or seek revenge and when we fight for God and not ourselves we shall inherit the earth. The word inherit basically means our lot or our portion that we will get in a future time. 

We know that good people are not always the richest and that good things sometimes happen to bad people, so what does it mean to inherit the earth.

Discuss - What does it mean to inherit the earth? Describe in one short sentence.

The following scriptures may help you paint a picture. Isaiah 29:19; Isaiah 57:13; Isaiah 61:18-22; Psalm 37:9-11; Psalm 149:4; Matthew 16:18-19;  Matthew 19:29; Mark 16:15-18; I Corinthians 3:21-23, Ephesians  1:9-11; 2 Peter 3:13

God gave the first Adam the rule over the earth. As a reward for being meek we will be part of the new earth, this time ruled by Christ. It will mean there will be complete peace and freedom, a place of joy. Yet while we are here on earth God has promised that we will have life to the full, we will cast out demons, not be harmed and do many signs and wonders. God promises that if we do this many will follow him. 

To be meek means a lifestyle where you are not number one. But God’s kingdom is number one. Are you ready to defend God at the expense of defending yourself? If yes you will receive a royal inheritance of great proportions.

Week 5 – Be:Hungry

Our attentions now divert to the fourth attitude Jesus instructs us to posses, and this is to hunger and thirst for righteousness. What we notice about Matthew is that in all he does he looks to the Kingdom mentality. He speaks highly of kings and places Jesus as a King and ruler over his Kingdom. What we find in Matthew 5 is Jesus’ spiritual manifesto, or his policies for you to become a citizen of his kingdom. 

The way Jesus spoke was unlike any other. The scribes quoted other people. Rabbi’s interpreted scripture; Jesus simply said new things people had never heard of, like a King speaking in all his authority. 

Hungering & Thirsting 

Jesus makes the statement, people who are on the right track and not confined to the boundaries of life are those who are hungry and thirsty after righteousness. 

The word for righteousness means to be right with God. It has a two pronged meaning, firstly the way we get right with God (through salvation) and secondly the way with stay right with God (through a pure and holy lifestyle that is dedicated to God). Two words can be used for this type of righteousness, Salvation and Sanctification. So Jesus is saying blessed are those who hunger and thirst for my salvation and a sanctified life. Or in lay mans terms, someone who is free from sin and someone who is free from themselves.

So now we know what we are hungering for, what does Jesus really meaning by Hungering and Thirsting?

Discuss – 
What does Jesus really mean by hunger and thirst?

a. To want food like there is a famine or be totally refreshed by a drink

b. To voluntarily stave yourself like you would when you fast and pray

c. To receive the pain of not eating or the weakness of not drinking

d. A passionate craving for food and water

The word used for Hunger is the word ‘Peinao’ and the word for Thirst is ‘dipsao’. Both of these have a similar meaning, one basically relating to food and the other relating to water. They mean to have a life obsessed craving or an intense desire for something. 

This isn’t just a hunger if it is 1pm and you normally eat at 12pm. This is a hunger like your life depends on it. You just crave for food or water and all day chase it until you find it. We in America do not really know what it is to hunger or thirst. We may fast for 3 days but that is not what Jesus is talking about. This is like being in the desert and having no water, but knowing if you just go on for another couple of hours there will be water at the oasis. 

The reason Jesus uses this word is because when we often crave something, we are satisfied when we have it, but it always leaves us wanting more. If you are in the desert and finally get a drink, you are satisfied but never want to leave the source of the water. If you have a chocolate craving, you have one piece and are satisfied, but you want more. Jesus said blessed are those who spend their lives craving after my salvation then after salvation craving after a holy life, receiving it but wanting to go back for more.

They Shall Be Satisfied

If you are hungry you are satisfied with food, if you are thirsty you are satisfied with water. However, satisfaction is a daily thing. To be satisfied in marriage means daily working at your marriage, to be satisfied with your career means daily working to achieve your goals, to be satisfied with Christ means daily craving to be more like him. 

Discuss - How will our hunger and thirst for righteousness be satisfied? Describe in one short sentence.

The following scriptures may help you paint a picture. Genesis 26:17-22; Psalm 17:15; Psalm 22:26; Psalm 23:1,3,5-6; Psalm 34:10 Psalm 107:9; Jeremiah 31: 12-14 Matthew 5:20; Matthew 6:33; Luke 1:53; John 4:13-14; John 6:31-35,49-51`

God has promised that we will gain eternal life with the father in Heaven, but also that deep hole within our heart will be satisfied. We will gain good things from the Lord and will not lack. Jesus said that he has come so that we may have life, but more than that, life to the full. We will be filled but will desire to daily be filled. To be hungry and thirsty for righteousness means to live in such a way that you’re only thought is to become more like Christ, more like the king. Are you hungry today?

Week 6 – Be:Merciful

The first four attitudes dealt with our inward man! They dealt with how we approach our own spiritual state and how we approach God. The second part of the beatitudes is an outward expression of the first four. They were the foundation, now these are the expression. 

We come to probably the hardest thing to do, and something we rarely see in this world, mercy. The world at the time of Jesus was dominated by Roman rule. They were probably the people group who showed the least amount of mercy than anyone. When a child was born, if the father wanted it, he would give thumbs up, if he gave a thumbs down that would mean they would go and drown the baby. If a slave owner didn’t want his slave anymore, he would kill him and bury him without any punishment. So when Jesus said, blessed are those who show Mercy, he really was speaking against the culture of the day.

Today we have people who believe in Karma (what you do will come back to you), and those who believe if you do good works, good will come back to you. Well I don’t believe in Karma, or the theory of today, but what I do know is that the secret to receiving Mercy is to show it first. 

Showing Mercy

Mercy is a broad term and it is used in many situations.

Discuss – 
What does Jesus really mean by mercy?

a. To have compassion and pity on someone

b. To show kindness or an act of benevolence

c. To become someone’s benefactor
d. To show forgiveness and grace to others

The word used for Mercy is ‘Eleeo’. This word basically means to show an outward manifestation of pity to someone to the point you become a benefit to them, or in fact their benefactor.  It is a board term and can mean anything you do that is of benefit to someone in need. This is more than just compassion or sympathy, it is compassion in action. It is genuine unselfish compassion that reaches out. However, it is even more than this. 

Mercy also goes hand in hand with forgiveness; forgiveness is a branch of mercy. Forgiveness opens the door, mercy deals with the issue. Love is also a companion of mercy; love brings the compassion mercy takes it into action. Grace is a friend of mercy. Mercy deals with the symptoms and grace deals with the problems. Finally, mercy is equal to justice, just because there is mercy doesn’t mean there isn’t justice. In God’s eyes justice is a non negotiable, just that mercy will only take place after justice.  Basically, to show mercy means to help and forgive someone in need, then deal with the problems of why they became needy and needed forgiveness all along knowing a price must be paid. 

The one who is full of mercy is one who is sympathetic, forgiving, gracious and loving, but not sentimental that they will allow sin to go unpunished just because someone is sad or in tragedy.

They Shall Receive Mercy

The great news is, if we are merciful to others then the reward is that we will get mercy ourselves. However, this is not as clear cut as the world may think. Just because we do good deeds and with the right motives doesn’t mean we can buy our way into heaven. So if mercy doesn’t mean salvation, what do we gain when we receive mercy?

 Discuss - How will we receive mercy and from who? Describe in one short sentence.

The following scriptures may help you paint a picture. Psalm 51:1; Psalm 145: 9; Lamentations 3: 22-23;  Matthew 25: 34-46; Galatians 6: 16; Ephesians 2: 4-10; Philippians 2: 1-5; Titus 3: 4-7; Hebrews 4: 16; James 2:13

God’s Mercies are new every morning, which means the more we show mercy the more we get from God. His mercy is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, meekness, patience and kindness. God’s mercy puts us in a place that we can look past judgment, but then his grace changes us to be more like him. To show mercy is to show the very life of Christ. It doesn’t mean we give everyone a free handout, but it does mean we are moved to action by compassion and that action is to be a benefit to people so that they then can be a benefit to others.

Week 7 – Be:Pure
The beatitudes are not just a list of do’s and don’ts, they are an approach on life that flow one to the other. Last week we looked at mercy and being merciful, the next statement Jesus makes is to be pure in heart. When we start to act out genuine mercy the result often becomes a heart that is pure.  Jesus tells us that blessed are those that are pure in heart for they shall see God. Before we deal with this statement, let’s looks at the cultural religious beliefs of the day. This will help us understand the statement Jesus made, and why he said it.

The Frustrating Law

The Jewish people had lived with the law of God for their entire existence after coming out of Egypt. The problem with the law was that it was so difficult to follow and almost unrealistic that the people felt they could not keep up with it. The result of this was that the Pharisees started to reinterpret the law and even created new laws, and because they couldn’t keep the law they made themselves feel good by keeping religious traditions or by following their new laws. 

The Jewish people had become so frustrated because they couldn’t keep to this legal system and the result was tremendous guilt and anxiety. They knew that a Messiah was coming and they were crying out for one who would not impose more rules but forgive them. 

When you read the questions people asked Jesus, the number one question was, ‘how can I be saved?’ or ‘how can I get eternal life?’ This was because they wanted to know if they had missed it by not keeping the law. So Jesus comes and makes these statements, and it is through this statement of being pure in heart that he hits the nail on the head. For years they had believed you could only be right with God through outward deeds, now Jesus is saying it is a heart matter.

The Heart Factor

The heart in the bible is always seen as the inward part of the body, or your personality. The heart did not refer to your emotions (the stomach referred to the emotions), the heart referred to your thinking process. Now it does not mean the strength of your mind, but just the way you think through situations. So when Jesus said blessed are the pure in heart we was saying pure in your thinking and this was a direct shot at the Pharisees and their religious order.

Being Pure

Discuss – 
What does Jesus really mean by pure?

a. Not to be contaminated with something

b. Not to have any blemishes

c. To be cleaned

d. To be genuine

The word used here for pure is ‘Katharos’. This word means to be purified through cleansing. In the spiritual sense it means to be cleansed from filth and iniquity. The result of this cleansing is to be pure with your motives, to not have any foreign substance, but just the pure mind of Christ. Furthermore, it then results in being practical with your purity and start doing holy deeds and living a holy life. So a good translation of pure in heart would be a persons thinking pattern that has been cleansed from filth and now it is a thought of pure motives ready to life and act out a holy life. 

They Shall See God

The result of having a pure heart is that God will become visible to us. This verb is in the future tense, so even though you may not see God now, if you keep a heart that is pure you will eventually see God. 
Discuss - How will we see God and in what capacity? Describe in one short sentence.

The following scriptures may help you paint a picture. Exodus 34:18-23; 1 Kings 19:11-13; Psalm 16:11; Psalm 17:15 Luke 17: 22-37; 1 Corinthians 13:12; 1 John 3:1-3; 

We shall see God when that wonderful day comes when Jesus returns and we will behold him in all of his glory. However, until that point we will see him in our daily lives. We will see him as our protection, our provision our help and our helper.

To be pure in heart is an attitude that is hard, but it is an attitude that is opening, honest totally transparent. It is like a full wine that hasn’t been water down, yet a life that is holy and sacred unto God with the motive of God’s kingdom first, then the result will be to see God at work in your life, to hear God speak to you and to feel God in the midst of everyday life.

Week 8 – Be:Peacemaker

We live in a world where we have anything but peace. Our country has positioned troops in the Middle East for the last seven years in order to bring about peace. The United Nations was formed to bring peace. There was a whole movement in the 70’s that centered on peace, yet unfortunately we still do not have peace. 

Jesus was known as the prince of peace. He often said to his disciple’s peace be with you, and when he left he said, I leave you my peace. Jesus was all about peace that was one of his demands for people who will follow him; to be a people of peace, but more than that, to be people who are peacemakers. It is impossible to be a peace maker unless you know what peace actually is. 

Being A Peacemaker

The word peace is used over 400 times in the bible and the New Testament is full of references to peace. It is even one of the fruits of the spirit.
Discuss – 
What does Jesus really mean by being a peacemaker?

a. Someone who takes the worry out of a situation

b. Someone who demands righteousness

c. Someone who stops conflict and war

d. Someone who helps others hold their tongue

The word used here for peacemaker is ‘eirenopoios’  This word is the adjective to the word eirene meaning peace. It is someone who makes or creates eirene. The word eirene has many different meanings, but ultimately in this context it means to bring about a harmonized relationship between God and man. 

Someone who is a peacemaker is not passive and does not appease, but they are someone who works to bring others into a place of righteousness with God. Remember when we dealt with righteousness, it meant to firstly be right with God (Salvation), then to stay right with God (Sanctification).  So a peacemaker is someone who will demand others to be right with God and will not have a problem saying it. The world thinks peace is the absence of conflict; God sees peace as the presence of righteousness. Jesus was a peacemaker. He was a man who demanded a holy and pure life unto God, he brought about the union of man and God, yet Jesus caused divisions, conflict and disruption. To be a peacemaker as Jesus taught was to be someone who would stand against the crowd and out of purity of heart convict, preach, teach and instruct how one should live their life before God. The meaning of being a peacemaker is resolving the conflict of man and God (sin) by speaking the truth in order to repair that relationship. It is impossible to be a peacemaker unless you live out the first six attitudes.

They Shall Be Called Sons of God

The reward for standing against the crowd and speaking truth is that you will be called a son of God. Now notice he didn’t say children, but son. This isn’t a sexist comment, but the word used for son meant someone with dignity, honor and standing. So if we are peacemakers we will have dignity, honor and standing within the kingdom of heaven.Tthat is what a son means, but how will our relationship with God develop.

Discuss - How will God reward us as his son’s? Describe in one short sentence.

The following scriptures may help you paint a picture. Isaiah 56:5; Malachi 3:17; Romans 8:14-16; Galatians 4:4-7; 1Thessalonians 5:5; Revelation 3:21
Being a son of a King means one thing, you are an heir to the kingdom. The Kings son is someone who can partake in all the pleasure of the Kingdom, rule over certain parts of the kingdom and it means they can have a private audience with the king without having to file a petition. As a son of God we will be able to receive all these rewards as well as living in the palace with the King of Kings.
To be pure a peacemaker is not something to be laughed at, it is not someone who is weak and passive, and it is to be strong, stand against the crowd and preach truth, which means to preach Christ. It means to challenge a lukewarm Christianity and to bring people into relationship with God. It is tough, but at the end of the day you will gain the highest promotion anyone can get, that is to be a son of the living God, an heir of this entire universe. 

Week 9 – Be:Persecuted

We have finally come to the last attitude Christ reveals we must posses to be called a disciple of his. Up to now the attitudes have been hard to achieve but the rewards have been incredible. The last statement Jesus makes is one that will make anyone run and try to find another way to get to heaven and another avenue to God. The problem is the only way to God is through is son Jesus. In fact Jesus said I am the way the truth and the life. That means we have to follow Christ’s way or our journey to God is over. 

Last week we discovered that in order to be called a son of God we need to be a peacemaker. This means someone who will speak the righteousness of God and bring people into a place where they can connect in relationship with God. The problem with this is that people do not want to hear about the righteousness of God, and those who are living a life that is not right with God, when they are told of their state, many times resent what is being said. This then turns into persecution. 

When we start to live the way Christ wants us to live, we will be peacemakers yes, but also troublemakers and this will result in pain and suffering. So the last statement Jesus makes is ‘Blessed are those who are persecuted’. 

To Be Persecuted

Jesus says blessed are the persecuted, which seems a little strange, but there is method behind the madness. 
Discuss – 
What does Jesus really mean by being persecuted?

a. To suffer tribulation and hardship

b. To be harassed

c. To suffer physical pain or death

d. To be discriminated against

The word used here for persecuted is ‘Dioko’. This word translates as someone who is put to flight or driven away. In this context it is a little better defined as someone who is harassed or molested. In simple terms to be persecuted in the way Jesus described is someone who is harassed to the point where they will want to flee from the very thing that they are being harassed for. So Jesus is saying blessed are the ones who suffer so much for me it takes them to the point of feeling ‘is this all worth it?’ The difference between a disciple of Christ and someone else who is persecuted is that because the disciple of Christ has gone through the other seven attitudes, when they are persecuted they desire more of Christ and see the persecution as a blessing. Others who are persecuted will try anything to stop the persecution.  

A disciple of Christ is someone who will say, ‘I will be in this world as Christ would have me to be, I will say in this world what Christ would have me say, and if persecution happens, well let it be’.

Three Types of Persecution

Jesus gives us insight into three types of persecution or harassment we will endure. These three types of persecution are being insulted, suffering discrimination and physical abuse and having false things said about you.

Insulted 

The word used meant to cast one’s teeth. This is basically saying ‘In your face!’. Someone who will come against you and abuse you or mock you with their words.

Suffering Discrimination and Physical Abuse

Jesus is saying because of me and because you serve me there are going to be a lot of opportunities you will lose and not get. People will not want to give you a chance because you follow me. People may even get physical with you, but Jesus said don’t take it personally, it’s not you they hate, it is me. 

False Things Said

There have been a lot of false accusations made against the church and against Christ’s followers. Satan is the father of lies, and he uses lies to bring God’s people down. The problem is Godly living makes ungodly men to become resentful and this results in lies. They accused Jesus of many things, but Jesus said let it be!

Discuss – Tell of a time when you or someone you know has suffered one of these three persecutions? 
The early church were persecuted, but the early church were people who gave everything to God and in return changed the world. They were men and women who have gone down in history as some of the greatest people who ever lived. Why? Because they viewed persecution as something that was a blessing.  There is always a price for living a kingdom lifestyle, but the reward is eternal life. No matter what men will be able to take away from us in this life, there is nothing anyone can take away in the next, which is in heaven.
Rejoice

In verse 12 Jesus tells us to rejoice when we receive persecution. This seems kind of crazy to rejoice. But what does this word mean.

Discuss – 
What does Jesus really mean by rejoicing and being exceedingly glad?

e. To exalt God and have peace in who he is

f. To congratulate each other for staying faithful to God

g. To show happiness at your situation

h. To give a jump, a skip or a shout of joy

The word used here for Rejoice is ‘Chario” this means to be exceedingly glad. That is strange since the next word Jesus uses is exceedingly glad. Well the reason the scripture was put like this was because even though they may seem to translate as the same, in the original context the word exceedingly glad comes from the Greek word ‘Agalliao’ this word doesn’t have an English word to compare, it means to jump, skip and shout for joy. This may seem strange because when you are being persecuted you don’t want to even smile so why would anyone want to shout for joy. Well, this is because of what this means. 

When we are persecuted our reward is a great reward in Heaven. It means we have security in our future. It is like saying to a college student in their freshman year. These are going to be the hardest four years of your life, you are going to go through times when you just want to give up, people may say things that will hurt you, some professors may not like you, but I promise when you graduate you will be qualified and will receive the career that will give you life security and everything you ever dreamer of. 

Heaven is going to be eternal; this life will be like four years of college, a time to gain knowledge and qualifications, a time to build for your future. Heaven is what we are building for and when we get to heaven we will receive more rewards and riches than this world could ever offer.

Back Full Circle

In verse 10 Jesus says that our reward for being persecuted is that we will have the kingdom of heaven. If you remember when we dealt with the first statement Jesus made he said the reward for being poor in spirit is that we will have the kingdom of Heaven. 

Discuss – The reward for the first and last attitude Jesus tells us to partake in is that ‘ours is the kingdom of heaven’. Why would Jesus mention this twice and what does this say about the rest of the beatitudes? 
The beatitudes are like a gift that is wrapped in a box. The first and last is the box that everything in put into. Being part of the kingdom of heaven is what Jesus wants to emphasis, but the other six attitudes in between is what kingdom living is all about and how life will look when we are part of God’s kingdom.
The final call Jesus makes is heaven bound. When persecution comes our way it is because we are the very children of God, we are people who confront this world in order to bring peace. This world hates God, therefore it hates us. But this world will fade away and die, but because we are now the children of God we will live forever, not only that but we will live in the abundance of all that God has to offer, all that he has promised and all that this kingdom has reserved for us. We will gain this love, peace, strength and mercy now, and then in heaven we will get our inheritance, that greatest gift anyone could receive.

Are We Living Out The Beatitudes in Our Life?
Are you poor in spirit?

Answer yes or no to the following statements to see if you are poor in spirit.

1. The first thing you think about in the morning when you wake up is the Lord.

The one who is poor in spirit loses sense of themselves 

2. You daily ask Christ to reveal himself to you.

To the one who is poor in spirit, only presence of Christ can get you through the day

3. You never complain about your situations.

The one who is poor in spirit realizes they deserve nothing, and everyday with God is better than a thousand days elsewhere

4. You only see the excellencies of others and weaknesses in yourself.

One who is poor in spirit is truly humble 

5. You spend as much time in prayer as what is possible.

Beggars die without begging, people who are poor in spirit die without praying

6. You accept Christ on his terms and not yours.

The one who is poor in spirit is so desperate they will give up anything just to get Christ

7. You thank God everyday for his Grace.

There is overwhelming gratitude in those who are poor in spirit
Are we people who mourn?

Answer yes or no to the following statements to see if you are hindering the attitude of mourning.

8. Do you ever think ‘this is pointless’ in your situations

The one who spiritually mourns looks to God, others think there is no hope.

9. Do you ever play down how bad your sin is

The one who spiritually mourns has a daily agony about their own sin; others brush it off and think ‘I’m not as bad as other people’.

10. Do you ever presume you are forgiven

The one who spiritually mourns daily comes to Christ with the same repentant heart as the first time they came to him, others think God will forgive me again; I’m already in the club!

11. Do you ever put off till tomorrow a prayer of forgiveness

The one who spiritually mourns daily finds the agony of sin so much they go before God in prayer whereas others wait until tomorrow when it is more convenient.

12. Do you think life should always be fun and happy

The one who spiritually mourns finds joy in life but becomes like their savior, a man of sorrows, others think life is one big party and Christianity is about the feel good factor.

13. Do you turn a blind eye when you see sin on the TV, Radio, Movies, Music and in other people

The one who spiritually mourns feels extreme pain every time they see sin, others feel nothing.

14. Do you ever justify your sin

The one who spiritually mourns recognizes sin as their own fault; others blame different people or situations but not themselves.
Are we meek people?

Answer yes or no to the following statements to see if you have the attitude of meekness.

15. Do your emotions control you

The one who is meek has self control. Those who aren’t meek let their emotions control their actions

16. Do you feel anger when people personality attack you

The one who is meek does not take to heart personal attacks because they know life isn’t about them. Others take things personally

17. Do you get angry when someone attacks God

The one who is meek goes on the attack when people dishonor God, others are only concerned when they are dishonored

18. Do you submit to people even if they aren’t in authority to you

The one who is meek submits to others even when they don’t have to, others only submit to people in authority to them

19. If someone challenges your attitude, do you look to change it

The one who is meek is easily corrected and doesn’t want to cause offense unless it dishonors God, others say, “this is me, take it or leave it!’

20. Are you the first to make peace if there is a disagreement

The one who is meek constantly looks for the unity of the church, others stand their ground

21. Do you wind people up the wrong way

The one who is meek soothes others with their presence, others can cause people to be wound up
Are we people who hunger and thirst for righteousness?

Answer yes or no to the following statements to see if you hunger and thirst to be right with God.

22. Are you always right and everyone else is wrong

The one who hungers and thirsts for righteousness longs to be made right and knows they don’t have all the answers. Others never admit when they are wrong

23. Do you feel you are just inadequate in life

The one who hungers and thirsts has a constant feeling of always falling short, others are self satisfied with their own life

24. Do you feel good when you gain possessions

The one who is hungry and thirsty only feels joy when they find God; others find joy in possessions and influence

25. Do you read God’s word and always want more

The one who is hungry and thirsty is satisfied by God’s word but still craves for more, others are happy as long as they have done their daily duty

26. Are you still happy when bad things happen to you

The one who is hungry and thirsty finds the things of God sweet and is still filled no matter what happens, others change when tough things happen because they are chasing happiness not righteousness

27. Would you be happy if you had to give away all your possessions

The hungry man does not want food and a new suite, the thirsty man does not want water and a new pair of shoes

28. Is your first priority each day to look for God’s word and purification

The one who is hungry and thirsty spends their days looking for God; others put family, work, school, and church first.
Are we people who show mercy?

Answer yes or no to the following statements to see if show mercy.

29. Do you ever hold a grudge against someone?

The one shows mercy forgives immediately, others hold things against people

30. Do you ever retaliate when someone does something against you?

The one who shows mercy reacts in a positive way, others retaliate in the wrong fashion

31. Do you ever remind people of something they have done previously?

The one who shows mercy forgives and forgets never to be brought up again, others use others previous faults to make their point

32. Do you ever think someone doesn’t deserve my help?

The one who shows mercy helps others even if they don’t deserve it; others wait for people to show change before they are willing to help

33. Do you pull people out of a hole and then deal with why they fell in the hole?

The one who shows mercy, first pulls people out of a hole then addresses the issue of why they fell in the hole, others won’t pull them out until that persons gets it for themselves why they fell in the hole

34. Do you ever expose someone’s weaknesses?

The one who shows mercy realizes we all have weaknesses and works privately with that person to make them strong; others are quick to highlight weaknesses and want to make it public

35. Do you show mercy to others for the simple reason that you know you don’t deserve it?

The one who shows mercy realizes that none of us deserve mercy anyway; others look down on others and don’t realize they should be in the same position if it wasn’t for God’s grace.
Are we people are pure in heart?

Answer yes or no to the following statements to see if you are pure in heart

36. Do you ever use a situation for another purpose

The one who is pure in heart does not have wrong motives others use any situation to their advantage

37. Do you think bad thoughts and then act on those bad thoughts?

The one is pure in heart looks to God as soon as there is anything bad in their minds, others let bad thoughts foster in their mind which result in bad actions

38. Do you look for ways in your life that aren’t perfect and look to God to perfect them?

The one who is pure in heart shines a light on their own life to look for blemishes; others hide in the dark because they are scared of what the light will show

39. Are you genuine in all your relationships?

The one who is pure in heart can not stand phoniness and does not use other people; others can become phony and uses relationships to get to a better place in life

40. Do you soul cleanse regularly?

The one who is pure in heart uses God’s word to cleanse their soul from dirt regularly, even everyday; others don’t soul wash which results in a faith that stinks!

41. Are you always straight up and honest with people?

The one who is pure in heart always is open and transparent about their intent; others do not like to show their real intent

42. Do you use morality to bring about a holy deed unto God?

The one who is pure in heart always follows morality with holiness and devotion unto God; others stop at morality and live their lives doing good works but do not receive the fullness God has for them under Grace
Are we people are peacemakers?

Answer yes or no to the following statements to see if you are a peacemaker
43. Are you someone who lives a holy life?

The one who is a peacemaker can not make peace with others until first they themselves have peace with God and live a righteous life; others will not be able to make peace because the peace of God is not in them.

44. Do you correct people when they are living a life that is against the commands of God?

The one who is a peacemaker will correct someone out of a pure heart; others will judge or turn a blind eye.

45. Do you tell others the truth about Christ?

The one who is a peacemaker will try to bring people to God who are separated from him, others leave it to God.

46. Do you shy away from conflict even if the conflict is about the truth of God?

The one who is a peacemaker will not be concerned with conflict or unrest to bring about the truth of God’s word; others will not say anything to ‘keep the peace’.

47. Do you resolve matters when others fight?

The one who is a peacemaker will build bridges between people because they recognize disagreements often occur when people become selfish, others will let people fight it out amongst themselves.

48. Do you blame others when you have a disagreement with others?

The one who is a peacemaker will first look at the spec in their own eye before the plank in their brother’s eye, others distinguish themselves of blame.

49. Would you sacrifice righteousness for peace?

The one who is a peacemaker will never sacrifice righteousness for anything; others will make a sacrifice of righteousness to bring peace to a situation.
Suffer as Christ Suffered?

Jesus suffered and died on the cross. He made a statement to his disciples before he died and said, as I suffer you also will suffer. The disciples that day probably didn’t understand it, but years later they began to understand it. 

John MacArthur wrote this about the early church, ’ in those early days, too, Christians had to pay a penalty. Some were flung to the lions. Others were burned at the stake. Nero used to light his garden parties with flaming Christians he had covered with pitch and had set on fire. He sewed some Christians in the skins of wild animals and sent hunting dogs to tear them to pieces.

They were tortured on the rack; they were scraped; hissing molten lead was poured on them. Red-hot brass plates were affixed to the tenderest parts of their bodies. Eyes were torn out. Parts of their bodies were cut off and roasted before their eyes. Their hands and feet were burned while cold water was poured on them to lengthen the agony.

The Romans even trumped up the charges that the Christians were cannibals, from the words of Jesus to “eat of my flesh and drink my blood.” They accused the Christians of actually eating each other in their communion. They said their love feasts were orgies of lust. They even charged that the kiss of peace was something illicit.

They slandered them for setting fires, blamed them for the burning of Rome, and branded them revolutionaries. Because the Christians were always talking about God finally destroying the earth in fire, it was easy to blame them when a fire broke out.’
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