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Week 1 – Introduction & Preface
The book of Revelation is probably the most controversial, debated and misunderstood book in the bible. There are people who base their whole Christian walk on how they interpret the book of Revelation. Even throughout this class we are probably going to get some differences of opinions and you may not agree with everything I say. However, this is ok because whatever your view or how you wish to interpret this book there are some very simple profound truths that we will find in this book that will show us the sovereignty of God and how we have a part to play concerning the Kingdom of Heaven.
Define Revelation

The word revelation basically means to uncover or unveil that which was previously hidden. It is taken from the Greek word “apok-alu-psis” which is why Revelation is often known as the apocalypse. This book is defined in two ways. It is first a letter to seven churches much like a lot of Paul’s letters and secondly it is a prophecy of a time to come.
How to Read Revelation

This book like most prophetic books in the bible uses a large amount of symbolism to illustrate to the reader what is actually happening. Revelation is a jigsaw puzzle that if you know what pieces go where is quite easy to understand. One just picking up the bible and reading Revelation would have no clue what it means, however, one who has studied the bible, the words of Jesus and Old Testament prophets such as Daniel and Isaiah would understand in some detail how to interpret what is being said.

As we study through this book together we are not going to get bogged down with the details, the different theological standpoints or in fact read more into what is being said, but rather we are going to look at the big picture, discover why it was written and find out that our God is the everlasting one. Let our imagination go with us on this journey as we delve into this intriguing book. 

The Intent of Revelation – Revelation 1:1-3
The book is largely accepted to be written by the apostle John who was one of the twelve disciples. This is not 100% sure as all we know is that is was written by someone called John, of which there were many in those days. 
Discuss – Look at Revelation 1:1-8. Who is this a Revelation of? Who was this a Revelation for? Why is it important for us to read and know what the book of Revelation has to say?

We see first and foremost this is not a Revelation of John, but instead the Revelation of Jesus Christ given to a man named John (whom had in fact witnessed the testimony of Jesus Christ) to spread wide to seven Churches in Asia minor. This is unlike one of Paul’s letters because this is to seven different churches. This means this is something for the church as a whole to hear. We are told to read and keep these things for we will be blessed. This book is not to be hidden away and forgotten about but to be studied. We will see throughout the book that there are seven blessings (seven means perfection). This is the first instruction for us.
We notice in verses 7 & 8 that this is about Jesus, the one who is coming again. He has not left us, but he is the one who will return. Notice that here God speaks! He introduces himself as the Alpha & Omega, the Beginning and the End. The Greeks would have totally understood this as meaning the creator, the source of life and the outcome or purpose to life. They would have imagined like a river, God is the spring but also the sea where the river ends.
Furthermore, we see that God identifies himself as the one who was (past), the one who is (present) and the one who is to come (future). Notice at this point Christ has not returned!

The Vision of Christ – Revelation 1:9-20

John was on the Isle of Patmos due to the tribulation he had faced; when on the Sabbath (The Lord’s Day) he heard a loud voice like a Trumpet. This was God instructing who he was and what John should do, which was to write down and send to the seven churches in Asia what he sees. This is important because it shows us first that this is a revelation not a prediction. What we read is how John interprets what he sees. Remember John will see things that he will not be able to describe as we read them. This is part of unlocking the keys to Revelation. Secondly, this is not just for John’s eyes but for the churches in Asia. That means what John writes has to make sense to those churches.

Therefore, as we now study through this book we need to do it through the eyes of a first century Greek (with a little insight into what we know now in the 21st Century).

Discuss – Looking at Revelation 1:12-16. What are the Lampstands? Who is standing in the middle of them? How do the symbols of this mans appearance describe who he is? Revelation 1:17-20 give us a clue.

So the first chapter has already passed. This is what we call the preface. Part one of seven parts to Revelation. I find this intriguing because if this is the disciple John writing then he see’s Christ again, but this time he notices something different about him. His hair, his eyes, his feet, his voice, his hand, his mouth and his face. This is because this is the glorified Christ. The Christ that will come back one day for this church. However, the most wonderful picture about this scene is that the gloried Christ is standing amongst his church in all his glory. This means that Christ is with us, standing in our midst, he is not gone, but he is alive and very present.

Week 2 & 3 – Proclamation of the Churches
Chapter 2 & 3 of the book of Revelation are just instructions to seven churches. The basic notion behind this is to tell them how Christ operates in their church, what they are doing right, what they are doing wrong and how can they become a victorious church.
Who & Why the Seven Churches
We heard about the seven churches in chapter 1. The angel of God came to John and told him to write down what you hear and what you see and then send it to the seven churches. These churches are Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia & Laodicea.

We are not told why these churches, but when we look at Revelation as a whole we see the number seven as very significant, being the number of perfection or completeness. This then shows us that the seven churches represent the church of Jesus Christ as a whole.

John had probably good relations with these churches. We know from history that John actually spent many years in Ephesus for example. These were the most well known churches in a place called Asia Minor, which is today modern day Turkey. This is important because as we read through Revelation a lot of the language and symbols would have clear understanding to someone living in Asia Minor under Roman rule.

Before we look at the churches, I think it is significant that all the other churches can see the letter that is read to the other churches and one church cannot hide.

At times these letters may seem out of place for what is to come, but this is an important part of this book. Remember Revelation was written as a letter and for these individual churches. What John says to the churches are action items. Things they must do, things they must repent for and things that will hold them together for the time coming is a time when the Church of Christ needs to be at its strongest.

· See Appendix 1
Ephesus _ Revelation 2:1-7
Ephesus was the New York of the first century. It had a population of over 250,000, was the trade and cosmopolitan capital of the world. The most famous landmark in Ephesus was the Temple of Diana (one of the seven wonders of the ancient world), a Greek God. This was a city that worshipped Diana, yet was considered a ‘free city’. It was self governing and had no Roman presence there. 

We know a lot about Ephesus as chapters 18-19 of Acts gives a detailed account of who went there and some of the events that happened. Paul & Timothy & John ministered there, and Paul almost got executed there. 

What we know of the church at Ephesus was that it was one of the great apostolic churches, but there had been many who had tried to distort the truth of the gospel. We also know that even through all the trials that Ephesus was a huge growing church.
Smyrna – Revelation 2:8-11
About 35 miles north of Ephesus was a city called Smyrna (modern day Izmir). It was built on a main Roman road and had two temples that signified what type of people lived in Smyrna. The first temple was built in 195 BC to Dea Roma (Rome as a goddess) & the second in AD 25 to Emperor Tiberius. Smyrna was very loyal to the Roman Empire and practiced Emperor Worship on a huge scale.

It was a very beautiful and prosperous city with a large Jewish community. The church had suffered much persecution at the hands of the Romans & the Jewish community was very anti-Christian. They lead many chants demanding Christians to be put to death. Persecution & martyrdom was what the church at Smyrna had become known for. 
Pergamum – Revelation 2:12-17
Pergamum was located about 50 miles north of Smyrna. It was known as the most famous city in Asia and was the capital city of the Roman Empire in Asia. In 29BC a temple was erected to honor Caesar. It also was home to an ancient temple to the God Zeus and animal sacrifices were made 24 hours a day unto the God’s in this city.

This was a city where politics & religion had no separation. Their coins had a symbol of a serpent (representing healing by the Gods) and there was no way to gain any ground politically unless you compromised your religious beliefs. Pergamum was also known for its impressive library which housed more that 200,000 volumes.

For the church in Pergamum it would have been very difficult to live a life of integrity and holiness unto God. For them a Godly life meant persecution on a mass scale, a life free of persecution meant a life of pagan worship.

Thyatira – Revelation 2: 18-29
The longest letter John writes is to the church at Thyatira. This was a small town about 45 miles southeast of Pergamum. This was not a place of persecution, but it was a very prosperous town. It is believed Thyatira was the manufacturing center for cloth, linen, leather, wool, bronze, potters and slave dealers. There was no recession in this little town. However, the trade unions (of which there were many) we religious in nature. Someone could not make a living unless they belonged to a trade union, which meant you had to partake in their lavish feasts unto the Gods. These had three aspects, a cup of wine poured out in worship to their God, a meal with excessive drinking & finally a sexual orgy. Christians not partaking in these would lose their jobs. 

Sardis – Revelation 3:1-6
Sardis was a commercial & industrial city about 30 miles south of Thyatira. It sat on a junction of 5 major roads. Sardis was a city that had once been a great city, and even though it wasn’t a ghost town, it was on the decline. It had lost many battles because it hadn’t kept a watch. 

This attitude of basking in former glories spread throughout the city. It certainly was not a post modern place. The church was also affected by this attitude and was dieing by the time John wrote to them.

Philadelphia – Revelation 3:7-13
As we head about 35 miles southeast of Sardis, we come to a famous city called Philadelphia. Known as the city of Brotherly love (its founder Attalus had so much love and devotion for his brother). Philadelphia was known as a city of earthquakes where they had many tremors. This was a small city that was seen as the gateway to the east for the Romans. 

The church in Philadelphia was poor, small and was daily harassed by local pagans and the Jewish community. However, it was known as a church that stayed the path, and despite the persecution did not fall away. 

Laodicea – Revelation 3:14-22
We finish our tour of the churches with probably the most famous church, the church of Laodicea. Laodicea was one of the riches commercial centers in Asia Minor. It had been made a free city in 129 BC and was famous for its hot springs health spa, its medical center, a wool industry that produced black wool and its banking center. This was a place to retire for the rich. It was without a doubt a city that had become incredibly materialistic. A cross between Miami & Los Angels. 

It is no wonder then that the church at Laodicea was known as a materialistic church that was neither here or there.

Remember, that these were seven literal churches. These represent the people in our church today.

Discuss- Take a few moments and ask yourself, if you were one of these churches, which one would you be?

Before we move on to the next chapter there are some observations I think we need to make about these letters and their content.

Angels

Each letter is written to the angel of that church. There are two lines of thought of who these angels could be. One is that they are the leaders of the church, the other is that they are the guardian angels of the church. The latter is a better argument because as we go through revelation we find that angels are referred to in many instances and all these instances are of heavenly beings. 

Christ’s Description

The way Christ is described to each church is a parallel to his descriptions throughout revelation. So as the church would read these letters they would recognize who Christ was and who he is.

How They Overcome and Their Reward

Each church is told how to overcome and what their reward is for overcoming. This is a direct parallel to how the church and how Christ will overcome in chapters 19-22, and what their reward will be. This shows that this book is for the church and defines who the key players throughout this book are. It is Christ and his church. 

With regards to these letters, Ed Hindson said this, ‘In these letters to the seven churches we have our Lord’s personal encouragement to keep the faith, suffer persecution, remain zealous and seize the opportunity to spread the gospel.’

Week 4 – The Problem
We have now reached the main pages of the book of Revelation. For the past three weeks we have dealt with the introduction of what Revelation is all about, now we get to the part of the actual Revelation. For the next several weeks we will put the churches aside and try to see with our own eyes exactly what John saw.
The Trumpet & The Throne
In Revelation 4:1-3 John sees a door that is open and through the door is a voice that sounds like a trumpet. When John looks around he finds himself in what he calls the spirit. This is a similar experience to what Paul experienced in 2 Corinthians 12:1-4 when he was caught up in the third heaven.

John sees a throne and one is sitting on there. There is a vague description about this person, but it seems like John is having a hard time describing this person. From this description we translate this person as being God Almighty. 

· In verses 5-6 we see that thunder and lightening are coming from the throne. There are two places in the Old Testament that may describe what this is. Exodus 19:16 (people saw lightening and thunder from the Mount Sinai, this was actually God speaking to Moses) & 1 Samuel 2:10 (we are told God will contend with the evil ones through thunder in the heavens). From this we see that thunder and lightening represent God’s voice.

· The Seven lamps represent the seven spirits of God, or the complete perfect spirit of God

· The crystal like sea in front of the throne is one of two seas mentioned in Revelation. This sea has two different theories. The first is what is mentioned in Exodus 24:10 (this is a description of what God is standing on) and the other mentioned in 2 Chronicles 4:2-6 (a sea that was in the temple which the priests washed in) We are not sure exactly what this means, but what we know is that this is a pure untouched sea.
The 24 Elders – Revelation 4:4
The 24 Elders are mentioned many times in the book of Revelation and there has been much debate who these men really are. All we know about them is that they have thrones and they have crowns which we can translate as rewards.

Discuss – Looking at 1 Chronicles 24:1-19, 1 Peter 2:5-9 & 1 Peter 5:4. Who do you believe the 24 elders are and who do they represent?

The two main lines of thought here believe these represent the 12 tribes of Israel and the 12 apostles of Jesus, basically representing God’s chosen people and the church of Jesus Christ. If this is true then 1 Peter 5:4 would suggest that a rapture of the Church has already taken place!
The Four Living Creatures – Revelation 4:6-11
The second player(s) in this heavenly scene that needs explaining are the four living creatures. These are seen as Seraphim and their description is one as a Lion, the second as a calf, the third as a man & the four as an eagle. They have six wings and are full of eyes. These descriptions are very close to what is described in Ezekiel 1:10. We believe they are Seraphim from the song that they sing, which is also heard in Isaiah 6:2-3.

The meaning of being full of eyes is two fold, meaning always awake and also as bolts of light. This shows they are heavenly beings (almost indescribable) and that their song unto God is never ending. 

Please note that everyone is giving glory to the one on the throne, showing that he is God and everyone else is not deity!
The Scroll & Seals – Revelation 5:1-5
The scene now focus’ on something that is in the hand of the one on the throne. This one thing will open the book of Revelation into a whole new realm. It is called a book but in other translations it’s called a scroll. John says there is writing on the front and the back and the reader would have exactly known what this was. This would have been an ancient will or testament and what was written on the back would be public information, but the information on the inside would have been private. The only person who legally could open the seal would be the one who it was addressed to. 

There is now a moment of sadness in heaven, because there is a declaration that only a person who is worthy can open the seals. No-one is found, meaning that the standard is higher even than the angels. However, notice it is one of the Elders who announced that there is one who is worthy and his name is the Lion. Not the same Lion as one of the four living creatures, but the Lion of Judah. This symbol of a Lion comes from Genesis 49:9-10

The Lamb – Revelation 5: 5-14
As John looks up a scene that we are probably familiar with happens. A Lamb walks up (not a Lion, the Jews expected a roaring Lion), this lamb looks like it was slaughtered except it has seven eyes and seven horns.

Discuss – 
Who is the Lamb?

What is the significance of the Lamb walking between the throne of God and the Elders?

What does the seven eyes and seven horns represent? (horns speak of power, eyes speak of knowing, seven is perfect)

This is the lamb that takes away the sins of the world! He is the one who comes and takes the scroll. As he does all the major players up to this point, the four living creatures and the Elders fall down and worship him. 

As they fall down to worship the Lamb they held a harp and a bowl of incense. These were Old Testament symbols of worship unto a King!

Finally the song that is sung is a new song. It is what we call the song of the Lamb. This song just shows us that the Lamb is really Jesus Christ, and because he died for our sins every nation tribe and tongue can partake in that which is to follow.

The Angels
As John looks on at this scene before him he sees not only the elders and the living creatures but he sees Angels and then crowds of people he cannot number. Many have argued this is the raptured church. 

This slaughtered Lamb is the center of worship not just for human kind, but for all of heaven and earth.

Week 5 – The Process
Let’s quickly look at the whole bottom line concerning Revelation. What is the point of studying it? How will this improve our life? How does this make me closer to Christ?

Last week we found ourselves in heaven and there was a scroll held by God and only the Lamb aka The Lion of Judah could open this scroll. We left off with the 24 elders and the living creatures worshiping God. 

The Opening of the Scrolls – Revelation 6
As Chapter 6 begins we get straight into the action. Concerning the scrolls we will look at them like one is happening after another. When we look at the trumpets and the bowls that will follow we will not do this.

As we know Revelation is a prediction of a time to come and everything John sees in the future. However, we are not sure when in the future this occurs. 

Discuss – Looking at the first six scrolls and also at Mark 13:7-25. Do you think these represent the end times Jesus talked about, and if so, list six events that will happen in these times?

The First Four Seals – Zechariah 1:8-11 & 6:1-4

White Horse – Revelation 6:1-2
The lamb breaks the first seal on the scroll and as he does this, the first living creature, which was the Lion shouts, ‘come!’ As he does this a white horse comes with someone sitting on it with a bow. We don’t know who is sitting on the horse, so it obviously doesn’t matter. This person was given a crown and went out and conquered. The word crown is the one for a victor’s wreath. Also white is the color of Christ, but Christ wears a crown that is a diadem. This almost seems like this is an imposter coming to conquer and rule.  The bow is a symbol of war. So this imposter is ready to start war!

Red Horse – Revelation 6:3-4
The lamb breaks the second seal and the creature like a calf shouts ‘come!’. As he does this another horse and a rider comes, but this time the horse is red. The rider is granted the ability to take away peace. This means that this is the rider of war.  What he does causes men to slaughter one another. The red symbolizes war and bloodshed.

The Black Horse – Revelation 6:5-6
As the lamb breaks the third seal, the third creature, with a face like a man shouts come, and a black horse with a rider comes out carrying a pair of scales talking about money and wheat. A denarii was about one days wage and could purchase much wheat and barley. Here this rider represents famine and economic recession. These prices are not ones where people will starve but they will not be able to buy much.

The Pale Horse – Revelation 6:7-8
As the lamb breaks the fourth seal the fourth creature, like an eagle shouts, ‘come’, a horse that is pale in color comes with a rider, and this rider is called death and Hades and is given one fourth of the earth to kill. This shows what the aftermath of war is. Famine, pestilences and death. The sword speaks of the war, the famine and pestilence of the result of war and the wild beasts of diseased animals.

Notice, these riders are all linked, one follows another. Also that it is Christ who breaks the seals, but he is not the one who brings destruction, but just lets it happen.

The Fifth Seal - – Revelation 6:9-11
The fifth seal is broken and this time something different happens. We now see something happen in heaven not on earth. A group of people are under the altar (the place of sacrifice to God) asking for vengeance on those on earth. However, they are told to wait until the number required of their fellow servants had been killed. These people were obviously martyred while they were on earth.  We are not sure who these martyrs are, but all we know is that before the end of time, there are a number of Christians that will suffer a martyr’s death. 

Discuss – Why do you think each of these martyrs were given a white robe to wear?
The Sixth Seal - – Revelation 6:12-17
The sixth seal of the seven is broken and natural disaster after disaster happens. First earthquakes, then the sun becomes black and the moon like blood. This is a direct quote from Joel 2:31. Also the stars will fall like figs from the sky, which is a direct quote from Isaiah 34:4. All the mountains and islands are moved out of place and everyone hides themselves in the caves and rocks praying that these rocks will fall on them. This is the first time we see that the men of earth actually believe that there is a God who sits on a throne. 

Discuss – Using your imagination, what types of events and occurrences do you believe could cause the sun to become black, the moon turn like blood, stars fall from the sky and the mountains and islands move out of their place?

It is obvious from these descriptions that these events are yet to happen. Many believe that these are events on the history of time. I do not believe this, because even though there has been war, famine, death and natural disasters, I do not believe that history has seen this type of devastation. I believe that these are the events Jesus talked about in Mark, or Peter talked about in 2 Peter 3:10. This is what is called ‘the day of the Lord’

Week 6 – The Process - Part 2
We have got to chapter 7 of Revelation and this is one of those chapters when John takes a timeout and makes note of things that he is seeing. Many of these timeouts he takes give us insight into what the church’s role is within revelation and what will happen to the people of God.

If you noticed we ended last week with the world kind of self destructing and everyone crying out to God to stop what was happening. 

John now takes us to a place where he will explain what has happened during these six seals before opening the last seal.
The Four Angels – Revelation 7:1-3
John says that after he saw the global terror of the sixth seal he saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth holding back what he calls the wind. Before we go any further, notice we have taken these events as happening in sequence one after the other, but what we are about to see in chapter seven is like a flash back. There is no way that these events in chapter seven happen after the events in chapter six when looking at real time. It is obvious when we read chapter seven and then the following chapters that John is going back to fill in some of the details.

So these angels are holding back the wind. In verse 2 the text tells us these angels have been granted the power to harm the earth, so it seems that this wind is not an earthly wind that blows, but a wind of terror and destruction.

Another angel comes into the picture holding a seal. This kind of seal would be like a ring that a King would wear, and if something needed to be endorsed by him, he would dip the ring in wax, and stamp the endorsement. This angel cries do not harm the earth until the servants of God have been sealed on their foreheads.

Discuss – Why do you think the servants of God were given a seal on their foreheads and who’s seal is this?

The 144,000 – Revelation 7:4-8 (see Genesis 49:1-22 & Judges 18:14-31)

We have already discovered that numbers play a huge part in Revelation. When we come to chapter seven we come across the large actual number recorded, 144,000. 

John notes that these are from every tribe of Israel, and they are sealed! 

This number has caused huge debates over the years. Many have said they are Jews who have given their lives to follow Jews. Others say they represent the church of Jesus Christ, while others say they are an actual number of people. It is clear from the text that these are people who are sealed, meaning they are still on earth and that when terror and destruction comes they will not be harmed. 

The approach we are taking in translating this book is to not read into something that is not there. The text gives no indication that this is the church, but in fact people of Jewish decent. We don’t even know if these are converted Jews and following on from how John plays with numbers throughout the book of Revelation it is hard to argue that these are an actual number of people. When we look further into Revelation and in chapter 14 we will see that these peoples are actually ones who follow Jesus, which is all we know.

The Multitude in Heaven – Revelation 7:9-17

As John pans around his view, he finds himself looking back into heaven. He sees a crowd of people in front of the throne who no-one can number. 

Discuss – Looking at Revelation 7: 9-17. Who are these people? Where did they come from? Why do you think they had tears in their eyes?

The Seventh Seal

As we enter chapter 8 suddenly the Lamb breaks the seventh and last seal. If Revelation were to end now, this would be the end of the world. However, there are another 14 chapters to go, so there has to be something more. 

As the seventh seal is opened, an angel comes out with a golden censer (like something you would use to swing incense), and he added this incense to the prayers of the people of God that was on the altar. Then the prayers and incense rose up before God, then it was filled with fire and the angel threw it to the earth (notice at this time there is silence in heaven. This is an act that the chief priest use to do once a year in the temple. There would be silence outside of the temple until the chief priest came out and everyone knew God had accepted the sacrifice), this then was followed by lightening and thunder which we defined as God’s voice. This brought the call of seven angels with seven trumpets. 

Week 7 – The Process - Part 3
Last week took a timeout from all that was going on in the world, and we defined interpretations of Revelation into three categories, pre-tribulation (Jesus will rapture his church before judgment on earth begins), mid & post tribulation (Jesus will rapture his church either during or after the tribulation) and amillennial (The tribulation has already happened and the church age is the when the church will reign and then when Christ returns that will be the end of the earth).

We now move into chapter 8, and things are going to move quickly and we are going to start to move quickly through the chapters. So let’s get back in the game!

The Seven Trumpets of Judgment & Wrath!  - Revelation 8:6 – 9:21

These trumpets do not follow the seven seals, but this is in fact the seventh seal. Note that each of these trumpets sound a lot like the plagues of Egypt. Exodus 7-10.

Discuss – Describe what happens after each trumpet is blown and translate into terminology we can understand what you think is going to happen?

Trumpet One – Revelation 8:7

The first trumpet is blown and there was hail & fire mixed with blood. The blood can either mean the color of the fire or actual bloodshed. A third of the trees and vegetation is destroyed. A third means a significant part, but not all. This trumpet could mean a wildfire that wipes out the Amazon rainforest! It could also mean the result of war (an atomic bomb maybe?)

Trumpet Two – Revelation 8:8-9

John here has a hard time defining what he sees. He sees something like a mountain that is burning with fire, and then lands itself in the sea. As a result a third of the sea life is wiped out and even ships were destroyed. It is hard to say what this was. For John’s readers the memory of the volcano that wiped out the city of Pompeii would be in there minds. He probably saw some sort of volcano that split into the sea.
Trumpet Three – Revelation 8:10-11

The third trumpet uses some terminology that the first century Christians would have understood. It is obvious by what John writes he is having a hard time describing what he sees. The saw a ball of fire coming out of the sky and it fell on a third of the rivers and springs. The term wormwood is taken from Jeremiah 9:15 & Lamentations 3:19. It was a substance that was very bitter to taste. It was not poisonous, but it was bitter.

To me this sounds like either a meatier shower or some sort of bomb with chemicals.

Trumpet Four – Revelation 8:12

The fourth trumpet is quite hard to understand. John sees something happen to the Sun, Moon and Stars. It is unclear what he sees, but a third of the stars stop shining. The day is a lot darker than it was before and there is something different about the night. This could be an eclipse, but is probable more like a cosmic disturbstance. This shows that these are things that are controlled by God and man has no effect on the outcome.

The Eagle – Revelation 8:13

The final part of chapter eight finished with an eagle flying and shouting, woe, woe, woe to everyone of earth, for you have seen not anything yet. There are three woes, which signify three more trumpets to be blown. Woe meant doom, and this was taken from Isaiah 6:5. The next three trumpet judgments signify a shift, from the natural world to the spiritual world. These are much more frightening than any natural disaster! 

Trumpet Five – Revelation 9:1-12

The fifth trumpet takes a different approach. As the trumpet is blown the bottomless pit is opened by a falling star. It is possible that this star could mean an angel and who is the most famous fallen angel? Lucifer! However, he is given a key, and I know God wouldn’t give Satan any keys! So this may be an angel of God. The bottomless pit obviously speaks of a dark evil place!

As the pit is opened out comes smoke, through the smoke locusts come out. These are not real locusts as they do not harm the vegetation, but are spiritual locusts that harm men (note those with God’s seal on them are not harmed). These locusts were told to harm and torment but couldn’t kill. Their appearance is almost something you would see in a sci-fi movie, it is unbelievable (It is like a description mentioned in Joel 2:4). They are told to torment men for five months. We are not sure how to define this period, but just as a shorter period of time. 

These locusts are led by one that is called Abaddon or Apollyon. This translates as one who is called ‘Destroyer’. 

Trumpet Six – Revelation 9:13-21

When the sixth trumpet is blown a picture is painted that we saw last week in chapter 7. That of the four angels holding back the four winds. These winds are now unleeshed. These now are not demons like in the fifth trumpet, but they seem to be more like angels. The Euphrates River was a symbol of the boundary of the Promised Land. This symbolizes forces from outside. 

As the angels are allowed to move, one third of mankind is now killed. We are not really sure how they are killed, just that there are plagues, fire, smoke and sulphur.

As the sixth trumpet comes to an end, so does Chapter 9. At the end of this chapter, many have die and the world is not what it was. However, even through all of this all of mankind who were not killed by these plagues did not repent for their sins. This shows the state of mankind and how in the last days people will turn away from God.

Week 8 – The Process - Part 4
Last week we saw the seventh seal open, and this resulted in seven angels coming out with seven trumpets. When each trumpet was blown we saw a disaster that affected the earth. However, after the fourth trumpet was blown, there was a change, this was from judgment to the earth now to judgment to man through spiritual forces. Now let us move onto chapter 10 of the book of Revelation.

The Little Book -  Revelation: 10 

When we come to chapter ten, we find a unique thing that happens. A mighty angel appears with a  cloud and a rainbow on his head. It is hard to translate the things John saw, but the best explanation of this would be that the angel is clothed in God’s power and mercy. The cloud and fire meaning power, and the rainbow speaking of covenant and mercy.

This angel has a little book open in his hand. His one foot is on the land and the other is in the sea. This speaks that what is written in this little book is vast and for all the earth. As the angels roars like a lion, seven thunders spoke. This is a direct reference to Psalm 29:3-9 (God’s voice). John is told not to write down what he hears (just like Daniel was told in Daniel 12:9 and the Apostle Paul in 2 Cor. 12:4)

The angel then makes an oath; when the seventh angel (trumpet) speaks that this will be the end of time and the mysteries of God will be revealed and fulfilled. 

Discuss – Look at Revelation 10:8-11. What do you think the angel meant when he said to John to eat this book? Why did it make his stomach sour yet is tasted like honey?

The Two Witnesses  - Revelation 11:1-14
Chapter 11 of Revelation is probably the most controversial and misunderstood chapter. The scene is that John was given a stick to measure the temple. He is told the outer court has been overrun by the nations and they will do this for 42 months, which is 3 ½ years. Then God will grant authority to his two witnesses and they will prophesy in the outer court for 1260 days (3 ½ years). These two witnesses are called the two olive trees and lampstands.
Discuss – Who are these two witnesses? See Zechariah 4:1-14, Exodus 7:17,19 & 2 Kings 1:10
It is hard to translate whether these are real people or symbols. However, they are killed by the beast (more about that in chapter 12 & 13) and lie dead in the street of the great city (this relates to the place of moral failure, slavery and oppression) for 3 ½ days. The whole world will rejoice and then God will breathe life back into them as the world will watch in horror. Then they will go up to heaven as an earthquake occurs that destroys the place they lay.
Trumpet Seven – Revelation 11:15-19
After this the last angel comes to blow his trumpet. As this happens loud voices from heaven cry that God is in control and his kingdom will take over. The elders fall down and worship God, and everyone else rejoices. Please note that now they sing the song, the one who was and is, but they don’t sing the one who is to come, implying that Christ has already come.
As they sing to God a temple appears in heaven and the ark (which represents the presence of God) is unveiled, then God speaks.
Week 9 – The Players
Last week we saw how John received a revelation that he should not tell anyone about, also that the end was very near. Then he was told to measure the temple and we saw some events take place outside of the temple that lasted for 3 ½ years. This included two witnesses sent by God who were eventually killed by the beast and then rose from the dead. 

The Main cast

As we turn to chapters 12 & 13 of Revelation we are introduced to the main cast of the play. There are seven main characters, five who are easy to identify and two who are unknown to us.

Discuss – Looking at Revelation 12. Who do you believe the first five players are and what do their symbols mean?

The Woman – Revelation 12:1-2

John sees a sign in the heavens; this basically speaks of something he saw in the stars. It is a woman with the Sun at her head and the Moon at her feet; around her head she has 12 crowns. This is clearly from the description of the crowns, for the nation of Israel. This woman is in pain due to labor of a child.

The Red Dragon – Revelation 12:3-4

John sees something else in the stars, it is a Dragon with horns (speak of power) and crowns (speak of a ruler). This is an image taken from Daniel 7:7-8. His tail sweep away a third of the stars or a third of the angels from heaven. This Dragon tried to devour the women and stop the women giving birth to the child. This is Satan.

The Male Child – Revelation 12:5-6

The woman finally gives birth to a son. This son would rule the nations then be snatched away by God. Then Israel will flee into the wilderness. This is clearly Christ and the nation of Israel being scattered around the world.

The Angel – Revelation 12:7-10

Now John sees a war, and the leader of the heavenly host as an angel named Michael. This war was between heaven and the dragon; the dragon loses and gets cast out of heaven.

The Overcomers – Revelation 12:10-17

We are now introduced to what John describes as the brethren. These are ones, who the Dragon has accused and attacked, yet the brethren overcame any attack, and this was through the blood of the lamb (Jesus) and the word of their testimony. These are clearly believers of Christ, us!

After the brethren overcome it is clear that the dragon makes one final attempt to attack Israel. This involves persecution (example of Nazi Germany) and war (final war of Armageddon).

Discuss – Looking at Revelation 13. What role do the beasts play? Who are they? Give a name of a person you think they could be?

The Beast of The Sea – Revelation 13:1-10
Chapter 13 introduces us to a creature that people love to speculate. We see Satan standing on the seashore waiting for the beast to come out of the sea. The Sea spoke of evil. This beast had horns, seven heads and crowns on the heads. This is the same description of the dragon (showing they are one of the same). There were ten crowns on the heads (showing a ruler over many nations). He is described by animals (taken from Daniel chapter 7) and he was given power (he did not have the power, but it was given to him). 

One of the seven heads had a fatal wound which had been healed (there is no timeline when this happened, or what it is, all we know is that it did not cause death). This is someone who the whole earth will be amazed and will feel secure with. For 3 ½ years he rules and speaks against God and heaven. He will make war with the people of God and win and everyone will worship him. The only ones who will not worship him will be those who follow Christ.

The Beast of The Earth – Revelation 13:11-18
John then sees another beast (the third part of a satanic trinity, notice the similarities between God andJesus and Satan and the beasts). This beast doesn’t look as fearful, but his voice is mighty. John says that this beast will direct people’s attention to worship the beast of the sea. 

He will produce signs like that of Elijah and people will be deceived because of these great signs.  He will tell the world to make an idol of the other beast because he is like God that the sword does not kill him. Through him those who do not worship the beast will be killed (like in Daniels day).

It is this beast who will give everyone a mark (on the forearm or forehead) which will be the name of the beast or his number 666 (no-one will be able to function without it). There has been a lot said about the number (A means 101, B means 102 and so far). It is possible to make anyone’s name into 666. This number is unknown to us now but the word does say that him, who has wisdom, let him calculate this number. We really don’t have understanding at present, but I’m sure in years to come we will gain understanding.
· See Appendix 2

Week 10 – The Plagues
Last week we dealt with the main players of Revelation. Recognizing that Israel and spiritual forces are the main cast in these epic scenes. We saw seven different players, five we could recognize and two we couldn’t.

The Lamb & 144,000 virgins! – Revelation 14:1-5

We now move on to the next section of Revelation called the plagues. From now on Revelation starts to fill in the gaps we have missed before. Now longer does this seem in sequence after chapter 11, but is a detailed account of things we have missed.

We start with John seeing Jesus on the Mount of Zion with 144,000 people who are sealed of God. Mount Zion represented deliverance (Joel 2:32) so this is not a scene on earth, but a scene in heaven. We are not sure as yet who these 144,000 are, but John hears the voice of God and then these people start to sing a new song (the song of salvation) unto God, because they have been purchased from the earth (literally taken from the earth). 

Then John says these 144,000 have kept themselves from women, they follow the lamb wherever he goes, and they are actually men, the first fruits of men and are blameless.

Discuss – Who are the 144,000? Are they really male virgins, or is John showing us a symbol? 

The Three Angels & The Harvest – Revelation 14:6-20

After the scene with the Lamb and his bribe, John looks again seeing three angels flying across heaven and proclaiming, this is what they proclaimed:

· First angel – Declares that the hour of God’s judgment is here so preach to all on earth to fear God and give him glory. This is the message to the church, proclaim that Christ is coming, so today is the day of salvation.

· Second angel – Declares that Babylon is fallen, Babylon is the one who the nations follow. In Revelation it is clear that any reference to Babylon is a symbol to Rome. Rome was the ruler and society of that day.

· Third angel – Declares anyone who has followed the beast or has embraced his ideology (and mark) will receive the wrath of God (called his cup of anger) and will receive torment day and night forever (this sounds like Hell to me, imagine no sleep, then to be tormented on top of that!). This is a definite call to the church not to deny Christ, nor follow this world. It is better to suffer now than to suffer for eternity. Those who die to self will find rest (v13)

We see in verses 14-20 a scene that describes who Christ really is. He is the one who has a crown on his head and judgment in his hand. An angel came out of the temple in heaven crying to the one sitting on the cloud that now is harvest time, so reap. The one on the cloud takes his sickle (a tool used to cut grass) and swipes the earth, to gather the harvest. Then another angel came and used his sickle to gather in the harvest. But this harvest was a little different.

Discuss – What was this a harvest of? How is it possible for blood to flow over 200 miles (See verse 20)?

It was a harvest of wrath and blood that flowedup to peoples necks for over two hundred miles. This is the scene of a great battle where people have shed their blood by the millions. 

The Final Interlude – Revelation 15

John’s vision moves now back to the people of God. He sees angels with bowls (which we will look at in Chapter 16) and a sea of glass mixed with fire with people standing on it. Remember there are two seas mentioned in Revelation, the evil sea which the beast arises and a good sea, the one before the throne of God. This is the same sea before the throne of God. This time the ones standing on there are the ones who had victory over the beast and did not take his mark.

They start to sing a song, one of Moses (there is clear symbolism to the Exodus of Egypt and the martyrs of the tribulation). 

At his time the temple was opened in heaven and seven angels came out with seven plagues. One of the four living creatures around the throne gave them each a bowl full of God’s wrath and at this point the temple was filled with smoke and no-one could enter until the plagues had been poured out and finished. 

Week 11 – The Plagues part 2
We are now into the final stages of this incredible revelation that John saw. We have seen a throne, a lamb, destruction commissioned in a scroll, martyrs, angel, trumpets, people with God’s seal and people with a mark, a dragon and a few beasts. It truly was an outer of this world vision that John saw for this world.

The Bowl Judgments – Revelation 16

As we enter chapter 16 John hears a loud voice telling the angels to pour the bowls of God’s wrath on the earth and one by one each of the seven bowls are poured out.

Discuss – Look at the seven bowls mentioned in Revelation 16 and describe what you believe is going to happen, and how could this happen?

First Bowl – Revelation 16:2

The first bowl poured out brings with it sores upon peoples bodies. However, the people who receive these sores are the ones with the mark of the beast. This could be a direct result of the mark! This plague is very similar to the sixth Egyptian plague (Ex. 9:9-11)

Second Bowl – Revelation 16:3

As the second angel pours his bowl the oceans turn to blood and everything in them dies. This is unlike the trumpets where one third of the seas are destroyed, now everything in the ocean dies.

Third Bowl – Revelation 16:4-7

The third judgment bowl turns from the oceans to the fresh water. These turn to blood and are polluted. Notice it is the springs that turn to blood. This would mean that this is something from underground. If there is now no fresh water, it will be impossible for people to survive. The angel declares that God has turned the water into blood because the people of the earth shed the blood of the saints of God.

Fourth Bowl – Revelation 16:8-9

The fourth bowl reminds us of the sixth seal where the sun turned black and the moon red, however, now the sun shines so bright that it scorches men and causes fire. It seems like the earth atmosphere is gone!

Fifth Bowl – Revelation 16:10-11

The fifth bowl is poured directly on the beast of the sea and his kingdom. The bible says that it becomes dark and people start to gnash their teeth. We are unsure as to what exactly happens, but it seems like the powers of the beast are starting to dwindle and he has no control over what is happening. However, through all this they don’t even repent for what they have done.

Sixth Bowl – Revelation 16:12-16

As the sixth bowl is poured out the bible says the Euphrates River is dried up to prepare the way of the Kings of the East. The Euphrates was the boundary line of the old Israeli kingdom; it is the last obstacle before one gets to Jerusalem. The Euphrates kept enemies out of the land. With the Euphrates dried up, now anyone from the East can go by foot to Jerusalem. John then sees the dragon which is Satan, and out of his mouth comes three unclean spirits. We are not sure if these are literal or symbolic, but it is this that John sees that will gather all the nations together for the greatest war that will ever be fought. At this point we see the fourth beatitude of Revelation, blessed is the man who stays awake, or stays watchful and does not expose himself to the nations. John finally describes the place where this war will take place, it is called in the Hebrew Har-Magedon or as we know, Armageddon. This is a place full of mountains surrounding the valley of Jezreel. If you go back throughout the Old Testament and through history, many battles have been fought in this place. However, now the whole world will descend here to fight to the death. 

Seventh Bowl – Revelation 16:17-21

The last bowl of judgment is poured out and God cries from his throne, ‘It is done!’. As he speaks a great earthquake shakes the whole earth. Nations crumble and the great city, which we can identify as Rome (or a symbolic Rome) is split in three parts. Mountains disappear into the cracks of the earth, islands separate and hail that weights about one hundred pounds comes crashing down, to which the people of the earth curse God. 

The Scarlet Woman & Beast – Revelation 17

As we enter chapter 17 the last angel actually spoke with John (this was more than just a vision, John was in it!). The angel showed him a great harlot or scarlet women with who the kings of the earth committed immorality with and drank of her wine and got drunk. She sits on many waters; and she commits fornication with the kings of the earth.

This woman was riding the scarlet beast (see Revelation 12 &13) who had seven heads and ten horns, she was arrayed in expensive jewels and had a gold cup full of evil. Her name is a mystery, which is Babylon. The woman was drunk with the blood of the Christ followers, but she was great as John was amazed by her.

Discuss – In revelation 17: 7-18 the Angel describes who the harlot woman is and describes the symbols of the beast. Using the table below fill in the meaning of the following symbols:

	Symbol
	Meaning

	The scarlet woman/Great Harlot
	

	Many waters
	

	The scarlet beast
	

	Seven heads
	

	Ten horns
	

	The blood she drinks
	

	The cup she holds (See Jeremiah 51:7-8)
	


· See Appendix 3

Before we move on, one note to make about the seven kings the angel mentions to John. The angel said that five have already fallen, one is now and the other has yet to come. It is largely believed that this describes empires that have invaded the modern world. At the time of Johns writing it was commonly believed that Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Persia and Greece where empires that had conquered and now had fallen, John would have recognized that the Roman Empire was the sixth king. We have yet to see another empire since the Romans to invade and conquer in such a widespread way.

The Fall of Babylon –Revelation 18

We read in Revelation 14:8 that Babylon had fallen. Now in chapter 18 we see again that Babylon is fallen. This is typical of the pattern we have seen in Revelation. We see the big picture first, and then followed by the details. Babylon is the symbol of Rome, or what Rome was all about.

What we see in Chapter 18 is that this Babylon had become an evil place, a place of spiritual, political, social and physical immorality. People had become fat with wealth and the nations had surrendered totally to Babylon. At this point God calls his people to come out of her (Babylon) as to not partake in the sins she has committed. God’s wrath and judgment are poured out on her and these are the judgments that will lead to her death:

· Devoid of human life (18:2)

· Burned up with fire (18:8)

· Destroyed in one hour (literally meaning destroyed over a short space of time, 18:10, 17, 19)

· People afraid to enter her borders (18:10, 17)

· Wealth laid waste (18:17)

· Violently overthrown (18:21)

· Devoid of all activity (18:22-24)

Week 12 – The Plagues part 3
We now have only two weeks left of this series and five chapters to get through. We saw last week how one final set of judgments has left the world in utter destruction and chaos. The world led by the antichrist will go to war against the lamb (Jesus) and the Lamb will overcome them. It is a bitter end for the beast and his followers. 

The Return of Christ –Revelation 19
As we enter chapter 19 the scene shifts yet again from earth to Heaven. John heard the multitudes in heaven saying Hallelujah, and in fact singing the Hallelujah chorus! Notice that once again there are multitudes of people, more than John can number, singing a song of Salvation. These are not just singing because the city of Babylon has just fallen, but because something incredible is about to happen, something the multitudes have been waiting for centuries.

They start to sing another song but this song centers on a marriage that will take place. This is the marriage between the lamb (Jesus) and his bride (the ones who have been made righteous by Christ). The bride is wearing bright fine linen, which is a symbol of the righteous acts that they have done in the past. As John looks on in amazement, he is told by the angel to tell people that ‘Blessed are the ones who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb’. This was for the churches in Asia, firstly saying that this is an invite only event, your invite is through following Christ, and if you put up with persecution, your reward will be an invitation.

As chapter 19 progresses John shows us a vision of what the church of Jesus Christ has been waiting for the last 2000 years, the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. The first time he came, he came as a babe that grew into a man that became the ultimate sacrificial lamb. Suffered an unbelievable death, this time he is coming just a little different. 

Discuss – Looking at Revelation 19:11-21. Describe how Jesus will return, who will he return with, what the symbols of his description mean and what are the events that will immediately take place?

When Christ comes, he will come as a King! One who will be revealed as the God of this world. He will come as the word of God and his bride (the followers of Christ) will follow. This time Christ comes to rule the nations. The nations and the antichrist will come to wage war against him, but the sword that symbolically can out of the mouth of Christ (which is the word of God) will be spoken, and the nations will fall down dead and the antichrist and his prophet will be seized and bound and thrown into a lake of fire.

The Kingdom of 1000 years –Revelation 20
Now two parts of the satanic trinity have been captured, there is still one remaining. This is Satan himself. John sees an angel coming down from heaven with a key to the bottomless pit (see Rev. 9:1) and a chain. This angel gets hold of Satan, binds him with the chain and locks him in the pit for 1000 years. After 1000 years he will be allowed to be released for a short time. Just think what this world will be like without the enemy of our souls trying to deceive us?

As Satan is bound John’s vision moves to ones of thrones and people sitting on them, he sees ones who were martyred and beheaded for the sake of Christ come back to life. Those who refused the mark of the beast reign with Christ. However, these were the only ones to come back to life. It seems they are given a second shot at life. Everyone else laid death until what is called the second resurrection, where the earth will be judged before the judgment seat of God. John says blessed are those who are part of the first resurrection, for they will have power over the second death, this is a direct statement to the church at Smyrna who was told this is their reward.

After the 1000 years, Satan is released. We are not sure how or why, but will deceive the nations, and gather people for the four corners of the world and it will be ‘Gog & Magog’ who will deceive the nations. Gog & Magog are mentioned only a few times in the bible, in Ezekiel and also in 1 Chronicles. Gog is seen as a prince and Magog is the land the prince comes from. In Jewish tradition Gog & Magog are individuals who will deceive the nations. They will gather the nations to war against Christ, and as they assemble fire will come down from heaven and destroy them, then Satan will be thrown in the lake of fire where the beasts of the sea and earth are. 

After this John saw a great white throne and God sitting on it. Then a description of people standing before God with books opened.

Discuss – Look at Revelation 20:11-14. What is event is taking place? Who does this involve? What is the book of life? (See Daniel 7:9-11, Rev 3:5, 13:8 & 17:8)

All of creation whether dead or alive stand before God to be judged of the works they have done in this life. The bible says that both big, small, great or weak will stand before God and he will open the books (a list of what one has done in their life) and everyone will be thrown into the lake of fire along with the beasts, Satan, death and Hades. That is except those whose names are written in the book of life, which is basically a list of people who have decided to make their lives about following Christ.

Week 13 – The Postscript
The final two chapters of Revelation end with a glorious sight of God and his people dwelling together in perfect harmony. No longer is God separate from his people but he lives with them in a new heaven and a new earth.

We have seen the destruction of this earth, the defeat of the dragon (Satan), his beasts and all those who follow him. These have been cast into the lake of fire to be tormented day and night. Now let’s look at what the heritance of the church of Jesus Christ will receive.

He Makes All Things New – Revelation 21-22:5

Throughout chapter 21 John sees a whole new world to what he is use to, also he sees a whole new heaven, something different from even what he has seen before in Revelation. The word new is used several times in chapter 21 and this word it not a new when somebody has remodeled something, but this is a completely different new. A new that means the old is totally gone and now we have something that is brand new, not just a replacement. 

Discuss – Looking at Revelation 21-22:5. Describe what new things John sees and what does that mean life will be like in the future?

· The New Heaven – Revelation 21:1-4

The first thing John sees is a new heaven! This may seem strange at first as heaven is supposed to be perfect, so why do we need a new one? It is hard to envision what John sees, but two lines of thought here center on either the heavenly realm or the stars and sky. 

If John sees the heavenly realm I’m sure he sees no more glassy sea (spoke of separation between God and his creation) or no more separate temple. If John sees a new starry sky that would be in alignment with the new earth he sees. From what John describes, it sounds like planet earth as we know it will be no longer and the atmosphere surrounding earth will change.

· The New Earth – Revelation 21:1-14

John not only sees a new heaven, but also a new earth. This is an earth where God dwells. We do not have a picture yet of what this earth looks like, but we know on this earth there will be no more tears, there will no longer be a thing called death as all things will live forever, so no death means no mourning, and finally there will be no more pain. Imagine this? No pain, misery, hurt, death and by the sounds of it Monday mornings.

· The New Jerusalem – Revelation 21:2, 10-21

Jerusalem was the symbol of hope and dreams. This Jewish people through the prophets (Isaiah 60 & Ezekiel 40-48) had dreamt of a New Jerusalem, a holy city where God dwells. 

John has a vision of what he calls the holy city. The picture is almost out of this earth because it is not a city built on earth, but a city that comes out of heaven, made by God as a bride for the husband (the Lamb).  A picture of this city is painted in chapter 21:10-21. This picture is very vivid and incredible. One of the angels tells John before he sees the city that this is the bride. We know the bride as the followers of Jesus Christ, so whether the terms and symbols uses in chapter 21 are ones talking about the people of God, or whether this is an actual city which the people of God dwell in is unclear. However, we have a portrait of heaven and it is unbelievable! 

This city is like no other as the glory of God shines continually, the city shone like glistening jewels, it has a wall that is 72 yards high, it is in a square shape that runs for 1,500 miles each way and has 12 gates representing the 12 tribes of Israel and 12 foundation stones representing the 12 apostles of Christ. The walls are like colorful jewels which may symbolize God and the city was like clear Gold, speaking of costly Gold or glass that is fit for a king. The foundations were of every kind of Jewel you can think of, very similar to the High Priests Breastplate in Exodus 28:17-20. And finally the gates were pearl and the streets gold. The gates are a reference to Isaiah 54:12 and the gold streets refer to the purity of the city, and everywhere one walks it is pure.

· The New Government – Revelation 21:5-9

John sees a new governing system put into place. The one who sits on the throne, being God will make all things new. He will govern by giving people water for their thirst and their will be no cost. In this government there will be one big family, that of God & son, only those who have overcome (by the blood of the lamb, and the word of their testimony) can have freedom, everyone else will join the dragon in the lake of fire and burn for eternity. 

· The New Temple – Revelation 21:3 & 22

The old temple or tabernacle was a place of restriction. Only certain people could go into certain areas. The temple spoke of God’s presence. However, John sees a new temple, not one noticeable to the eye, one that wasn’t in one location. However, the new temple John saw is God himself, and the Lamb. The temple spoke of God’s presence, in this new world, God’s presence will be everywhere, for all to enjoy without restrictions.

· The New Sun – Revelation 21:23-27

John refers to the city needing no sun or moon for John sees a new sun or a new light. Christ was referred to in chapter 1 of Revelation as the light, and the church as the lampstands. John now sees Christ as this light, the one who will light the world forever. All nations will function under this light. As it will be daytime always (remember there is no need for night, as the ones who follow Christ will receive rest from God), so that means the city gates will always be open (in ancient times the gates to the city closed at night), meaning there is access all the time. As Christ is the light, it is a pure light and no-one with sin will be able to stand it, only the pure will be able to stand it. 

· The New Eden – Revelation 22:1-5

The final new thing John sees is at the start of Chapter 22. He sees a new Eden. God had made a perfect place to live for Adam & Eve, which was destroyed because of their sin. Now he makes another garden, which is a place of perfection and paradise. 

In this place there is a river, but this river is the water of life. We see in Genesis 2 that there was a river that flowed out of Eden that brought water to the rest of the Garden. Now in this heavenly city there is a river that flows out from the throne of God (he is the source of life). On either side of this river is a tree, called the tree of life. This tree is first shown to us in Genesis 2:9, Ezekiel’s vision saw may trees (Ezekiel 47:12), but all we know is that the first tree in Eden was restricted, but this tree is for all to enjoy and feast on. This tree bears much continuing fruit (there are now no seasons) and the leaves are ones of healing to the nations. This is not healing from pain but a healing that brings and sustains life. This tree will be a source of life. 

In this new Eden the people of God will have the name of God on their forehead and like the city there will be no night. 

The angel tells John that all he has seen is faithful and true, and the events he has seen will soon take place, then he hears Christ speak, what Christ says is similar to what was said in chapter 1, blessed is the one who heeds the words of this book. 

The Final Message – Revelation 22:10-21
The final message of the book is a warning and also a reminder. John is told not to seal up and hide what is in this book. This is the opposite of what God told Daniel years before. People will still carry on their lives, doing good and evil, but amidst this Christ says that is he coming quickly, and when he comes he brings a reward, a good reward for the righteous and a bad reward for the ungodly.

Discuss – Looking at Revelation 22:14-20. Are we are as the church of Jesus Christ expected to do now? What do we do with this book?

As the church of Jesus Christ we are to abide in Christ, to drink from his word and receive life at no cost. Then we are to share the words of this book, but by no means add to them or take away from them. 

So get ready, for Jesus Christ is coming again, this time to rule and to conquer this earth, and he is coming quickly. So our prayer today is like John, ‘come Lord Jesus, come!’

Appendix 1

Week 2 & 3 – Proclamation of the Churches

Worksheet

	Church
	How Christ is Mentioned
	How the church is commended
	How the church is condemned
	What must they do to overcome
	What is their reward

	Ephesus
	Walks among the lampstands
	Toil & perseverance
	Left its first love
	Repent
	Eat from the tree of life

	Smyrna
	The first and the last
	Tribulation and poverty
	It’s not
	Be faithful
	Will not be hurt by the second death

	Pergamum
	Sharp two-edged sword
	Did not deny their faith
	False Doctrine
	Repent
	A new name

	Thyatira
	Eyes like a flame of fire
	Love and ministry
	False Doctrine
	Hold fast
	Authority over the nations

	Sardis
	Seven spirits of God
	None
	Spiritually Dead
	Repent
	Will not have their name erased from the book of life

	Philadelphia
	Opens and no one will shut
	Open door
	None
	Hold fast
	Will be a pillar in the temple of God

	Laodicea
	Faithful & true witness
	None
	Lukewarm
	Open the door
	Sit with Christ on his throne


Appendix 2

The Career of The Antichrist

Outlined in various biblical passages (Ezek. 28:1-10; Dan. 7:7-8, 20-26; 8:23-25; 9:26-27; 11:36-45; 2 Thess. 2:3-10; Rev 13:1-10; 17:8-14)

1. He will appear in the latter days after the Rapture of the Church (2 Thess. 2:2-7)

2. He is the epitome of all Gentile world powers (Rev. 13:1-13)

3. He will gain control of Europe (‘revived’ Roman Empire) and rule a confederacy of Western nations (Dan. 7:7-9; 9:26; Rev 13:1)

4. He will gain economic and political control of the entire world in a vast global system (Rev. 13:8, 16-18)

5. He gains power by promising world peace (Dan. 8:25)

6. His personal intelligence, persuasiveness and power will deceive the nations (Dan. 7:8-20; 8:23; 11:36)

7. He will sign a peace treaty with Israel to guarantee their protection (Dan. 9:27)

8. He later breaks the treaty and demands that he be worshiped as God (Dan. 11:36-37; 2 Thess. 2:4)

9. He becomes the adversary of Israel and persecutes the Jews during the Great Tribulation (Dan 7:21-25; 8:24)

10. He receives his power and authority from Satan himself (Dan. 8:25; 2 Thess 2:9-19)
Appendix 3

The Scarlet Woman & Beast

	Symbol
	Meaning

	The scarlet woman/Great Harlot
	Babylon (Rome)

	Many waters
	Many Nations

	The scarlet beast
	The Antichrist

	Seven heads
	Seven Mountains & Seven kingdoms

	Ten horns
	Ten leaders or kings

	The blood she drinks
	Christian Martyrs 

	The cup she holds (See Jeremiah 51:7-8)
	The evil of babylon


Glossary of Terms and Symbols to 
Interpret Revelation
	Symbol or Term
	Meaning or Interpretation

	144,000.00
	Jews for the tribes of Israel

	Advent
	Arrival

	Alpha & Omega
	God & Jesus

	Amillennial
	The second coming of Christ is at the end of the Church Age and there is no earthly Millennium

	Antichrist
	In place of Christ

	Apocalyptics
	Prophecies that deal with the disclosure or revelation of the end time events.

	Apollyon
	Greek name for the Destroyer

	Armageddon
	Named after the hill near the town of Megiddo in PalestineNamed after the hill near the town of Megiddo in Palestine

	Babylon 
	Rome (where persecution was coming from)

	Beast of the Earth
	False Prophet

	Beast of the Sea
	Antichrist

	Book of Life
	Place where the names of the redeemed of Christ are listed

	Bride
	Church of Jesus Christ 

	Dragon
	Satan

	Elders (Twenty Four)
	12 tribes of Israel and 12 apostles of Christ or a symbol of the saints of Christ

	Eschatology
	The doctrine of “last things” or “things to come.”

	Eyes
	All seeing and all knowing

	Four
	The number of the earth

	Great day of wrath
	Great tribulation

	Harlot
	Roman empire 

	Horns
	Power & kings

	Lampstands
	The Church

	Living Creatures
	Cherubim

	Male Child
	Jesus Christ

	Millennium
	a thousand years and refers to the promise of Scripture that Christ would reign on earth for a thousand years

	New Jerusalem
	Church (Lamb's Bride)

	New Song
	Song of the Lamb

	Postmillennial
	The second coming of Christ is after the Millennium

	Premillennial
	The second coming of Christ will occur before the Millennium

	Rapture
	The belief that true believers in Christ will be taken bodily into heaven just prior to or during the Tribulation period, and thus be spared the horrible fate awaiting those left behind on earth

	Scarlet Beast
	Rome (City on Seven Hills)

	Sea Monster
	Rome or Society

	Sea of glass
	God's throne

	Serpent
	Satan

	Seven
	The number of perfection

	Seven Lampstands
	Seven Churches

	Six
	The number of man

	Son of Man
	Jesus Christ

	Sprits
	Angels

	The Lamb
	Jesus Christ

	The Lion of Judah
	Jesus Christ

	Three
	The number of God or the Trinity

	Thunder
	God's voice

	Time & Times & half a time
	Three and a half years

	Twelve
	The number of completeness

	Woman
	Israel 

	Woman's Offspring
	Redeemed Israel or the Church

	Women
	Israel or The Church

	Wormwood
	Punishment by God on the ungodly
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